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ABSTRACT

The purpose o f this study M>as to investigate the nature o f changes in the structure and 

functions o f  the family, using Zimbabwe as a point o f departure. Also included in the 

investigation was to determine whether such changes might have contributed to the 

emergence o f  children’s homes in Zimbabwe, why, when and how.

The study assumed that children’s homes had a role to play in the development o f 

orphaned, abandoned and vulnerable children. A further assumption was that there 

were effective legal and administrative frameworks which governed the welfare o f 

children in place.

Data were obtained through in-depth interviews, focus group discussions, secondary 

and primary sources. The study was guided by a number o f methodological 

approaches. However, a naturalistic and participant-oriented approach was more 

appropriate for the study than others. The approach falls under the qualitative 

paradigm. The main emphasis was on the interpretive analysis where the principal 

concern was the way in which research participants created, modified and gave 

meaning to their experiences, particularly with regards to causes o f  changes in the 

structure and functions o f  the family.

The research exploited the strengths o f triangulation data gathering techniques which 

included interviews, focus group discussions and secondary data. The study noted, 

however, that each technique had its strengths and weaknesses. For example, some 

interviewees tended to tell me what they thought I  wanted to hear.

Data reveal that the values o f  indigenous people were affected by colonization, 

urbanization, and modernization. The organization and functions o f the family were 

affected by schools and churches. Today’s social complexities require that formal 

education o f  children be delegated to schools and churches, thus causing families to 

lose some o f their functions.



The study also established that there were links between parental loss and baby 

dumping, conflict and the subsequent emergence o f children's homes in Zimbabwe. 

The research has implications on policy issues, political processes, economic and 

social matters. A call is therefore made for further research in the area o f  the welfare 

o f children particularly the role o f  children’s homes.

IV



TABLE OF CONTENTS

TITLE page no

DEDICATION.........................................................................................................  1

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS.....................................................................................  U

ABSTRACT.........................................................................................................

TABLE OF CONTENTS.........................................................................................   v

LIST OF TA BLES.................................................................................................... xiii

LIST OF FIGURES .................................................................................................  xiv

LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS...........................................................................  xv

LIST OF M A PS......................................................................................................... xvi

LIST OF CA SES.......................................................................................................  xvii

APPENDICES...........................................................................................................  ix

CHAPTER ONE

1.0 INTRODUCTION TO THE STUDY...........................................................  1

1.1 Purpose of the Study....................................................................................  1

1.2 Motivation and Background.......................................................................  2

1.3 Scope of the Study.......................................................................................  4

v



1.4 Statement of the Research Problem......................................................  5

1.5 Key Research Questions.......................................................................... 7

1.6 Significance of the Study  ............................................................  7

1.7 Research Objectives.................................................................................  8

1.8 Definition of Terms and Constructs......................................................  9

1.8.1 Family..........................................................................................  9

1.8.2 M huri..........................................................................................  9

1.8.3 Ukam a.........................................................................................  9

1.8.4 Children’s H om e........................................................................  10

1.9 The Context for the Study........................................................................ 10

1.9.1 The Shona Family Before European Invasion.......................... 14

1.9.2 Marriage and Children..............................................................  15

1.9.3 Christian Marriage Vis-a-vis Shona Marriage Practices.......  15

1.10 Overview of the Chapters.......................................................................  16

CHAPTER TWO

2.0 REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE.............................................. 18

2.1 Introduction............................................................................................... 18

vi



2.2 Organisation of the Literature Review...................................................  20

2.3 The Family Structure And Functions....................................................  20

2.3.1 The Structural-Functional Perspective.....................................  21

2.3.2 The Conflict Perspective............................................................ 23

2.3.3 The Feminist Perspective..........................................................  24

2.3.4 The Symbolic-Interaction Perspective.....................................  25

2.3.5 The Family Life Course Perspective........................................ 26

2.4 Changes in Family Patterns................................................................... 28

2.4.1 The Procreative dimension.......................................................  30

2.4.2 The Socialization dimension....................................................  30

2.4.3 The Sexual dimension...............  30

2.4.4 The Residential dimension.......................................................  31

2.4.5 The Economic dimension..........................................................  31

2.4.6 The Emotional dimension............................................................ 31

2.5 Colonial Era: The Impact On Families .................................................... 31

2.6 The Emergence of Children’s H om es....................................................  35

2.6.1 Spiritual and Moral Capital......................................................... 40

vii



2.7 The Legal and Administrative Framework............................................ 42

2.7.1 The Care of Children in Institutions in Zimbabwe.................  42

2.8 Post Colonial Era: People’s Expectations............................................... 46

2.8.1 Education: A Basic N eed ..........................................................  46

2.8.2 Housing Provision Since 1980 ........... .....................................  48

2.8.3 The Health Delivery System in Zimbabwe..............................  51

2.8.4 Road Net Work Infrastructure...................................................  52

2.8.5 The Land Reform Programme...................................................  53

2.8.6 Phase 1 of Land Resettlement Programme (1980-1989).......  55

2.9 Conclusion............................................................................................... 57

CHAPTER THREE

3.0 METHODOLOGICAL PERSPECTIVES AND PROCEDURES ...... 58

3.1 Introduction............................................................................................  58

3.2 Methodology............................................................................................  58

3.3 The Naturalistic Paradigm........................................................................  60

3.4 Research D esign........................................................................................  62

3.4.1 Purpose of the Research................................................................  63

viii



3.4.2 Subject Studied...................................................................................   64

3.4.3 Study Population and Sample............................................................. 65

3.4.4 Data Gathering M ethods....................................................................  66

3.4.4.1 Interviews..................................................   66

3.4.4.2 Focus Group Discussions................................................. 68

3.4.4.3 Observation.......................................................................  69

3.4.4.4 Measures to Record Observations................................... 71

3.5 Ethical Issues................................................................................................  73

3.6 Use of Research Assistants.......................................................................... 74

3.7 Data Analysis Techniques...........................................................................  75

CHAPTER FOUR

4.0 DATA PRESENTATION..........................................................................  77

4.1 Introduction.......................................................................................   77

4.2 Organisation of the Chapters...................................................................... 78

4.3 Family Structure and Functions................................................................  78

PART ONE

4.4 Case Profiles..................................................................................................  80

IX



4.4.1 Introduction 80

4.5 Marriage Laws in Zimbabwe................................................................... 93

4.6 Historical Factors which influenced Marriage L aw s............................  96

4.6 .1 Catholic Church............................................................................  99

4.6.2 Christian M arriage.......................................................    101

4.7 Socio-Religious Factors .............................................   103

4.8 Family Instability: Causes and Consequences......................................  106

4.8.1 Using Attachment Theory to Explain Criminal Tendencies.....  106

4.8.2 Baby Dumping Cases: Police Reports.........................................  112

4.8.3 Baby Dumping: Information From Group Discussions............. 120

4.8.4 Consequences of Baby Dumping: Information from Prison

Services........................................  ............................................. . 122

4.8.5 Interviews..................................................................     123

4.8.6 Demographic Characteristics of Female Prisoners with Baby

Dumping Related Offences.......................................................  127

PART TWO

4.9 Emergence of Children’s Homes in Zimbabwe.......................................  132

x



4.9.1. Introduction..........................................................

4.9.2. 1896/7 Chimurenga.............................................

4.9.3. Harare Children’s H om e.....................................

4.9.4. Makumbi Children’s H om e...............................

4.9.5. Outbreak of Fam ine............................................

4.9.6. Outbreak of Disease Epidemics........................

4.9.7. Mother of Peace Community............................

4.9.8. Philanthropy.......................................................

4.9.8.1. SOS Children’s H om e.....................................

4.9.8.2. Matthew Rusike Children’s H om e.................

4.9.8.3. Chinyaradzo Children’s H om e.....................

4.9.8.4. The Arthur Shearly Cripps Children’s Home

4.10 Legal Administrative Issues..........................................

4 .11 Interviews.......................................................................

4.11.1 Interview: Chief M agistrate.............................

4 11.2 Interview: Chief F M S ......................................

132

133

136

137 

139

139

140 

142

142

144

146

147

148 

148 

150 

152

XI



CHAPTER FIVE

5.0 THE M OD EL................................................................................................  153

5.1 Introduction......................................................................................................  153

5.2 The Grace Mugabe Children’s H om e..........................................................  155

5.3 The Location..................................................................................................... 155

5.4 Houses, Children and Care-givers..............................................................  157

5.5 Water, Sanitation and Ventilation................................................................. 158

5.6 Profiles of Care-givers.................................................................................... 158

5.7 Attributes of a Whole Person.........................................................................  161

5.8 Sustainability of the H om e.............................................................................. 165

5.8.1 Primary School............................................................................   165

5.8.2 Secondary School .........................................................................  166

5.8.3 Vocational Training...........................................................................  166

5.8.3 Medical Centre.....................................................................................  167

5.8.4 Medical C entre.............................  167

5.8.5 Psychological and Counselling U n it..................................................  167

5.8.5. The Future..........................................................................................  168

xii



CHAPTER SIX

6.0 DISCUSSION OF FINDINGS................................................................... 170

6.1 Introduction.............................................................................................. 170

6.2 Family Structure and Functions..............................................................  171

6.3 Family Instability and Baby Dumping....................................................  174

6.4 Emergence of Children’s H om es..............................................................  178

6.5 African Charter and the Rights and Welfare of the Chi Id............................  182

6.6 Children’s Charter Vs Convention on the Rights of the Child..................  187

CHAPTER SEVEN

7.0 SUMMARY, IMPLICATIONS AND CONCLUSIONS......................  189

7.1 Introduction................................................................................................... 189

7.2 Summary of Findings ....................................................................................  189

7.3 Implications.....................................................................................................  191

REFERENCES................................................................................................... .......  194

APPENDICES...........................................................................................................  213

xiii



LIST OF TABLES

TITLE PAGE

Table 1: Land Distribution 55

Table 2: Distribution of Baby Dumping Cases by Place of Occurrence 144

Table 3: Distribution of Baby Dumping Cases by Relationship 117

Table 4: Distribution of Prisoners with baby Dumping cases by Age 120

Table 5: Demographic Characteristics of Female Prison Population 128

Table 6: Distribution of Prisoners according to status of conviction 129

Table 7: Distribution of Prisoners with baby dumping cases by Age 129

Table 8: Distribution of the children by age and sex as of the 14/5/13 141

Table 9: Summary of Homes Studied 153

Table 10: Number of Children/Caregivers in Each House 157

Table 11: Profiles of Care-givers 159

Table 12: Comparison Between A Children’s Home and a Normal Home 160

xiv



LIST OF FIGURES

Fig 1: Consolidated High Court Divorce Cases by month.........................  3

Fig 2: Distribution of incarcerated mothers by A g e ...................................  3

Fig 3: Link between Nature of family changes and Emergence of

Children’s H om e..................................................................................  5

Fig 4: Distribution of Baby Dumping Cases by Province........................  113

Fig 5 Daily Baby Dumping T rend..............................................................  H 5

Fig 6: Distribution of Baby Dumping by Sex of V ictim ...........  116

Fig 7: Distribution of Baby Dumping Cases by Age of V ictim . 117

Fig 8: Distribution of Baby Dumping Cases by Sex of A ccused........... 118

Fig 9: Distribution of Baby Dumping Cases by Motive of Dumping .... 119

Fig 10: Prevalence of cases of baby dumping for the past 12 month.....  130

Fig 11: Female Prison Population by Province......................................  131

Fig 12: Length of Prisoner Sentence according to Baby dumping........  131

xv



LIST OF ABBREVIATIONS

AIDS Acquired Immune Deficiency Virus

AU African Union

BEIP Burcharest Early Intervention Project

BSAC British South Africa Company

DDF District Development Fund

OAU Organisation of African Union

ZPS Zimbabwe Prison Services

ZimStat Zimbabwe National Statistics Agency

ZRP Zimbabwe Republic Police

XVI



LIST OF MAPS

MAP 1 Provinces.................................................................................................. II

MAP 2 Ecological Regions................................................................................. 13

MAP 3.Location of Grace Mugabe Children’s H om e.....................................  155

xvii



LIST OF CASES

CASE 4.1   81

CASE 4.2   82

CASE 4.3    83

CASE 4.4   85

CASE 4.5   87

CASE 4.6   88

CASE 4.7   89

CASE 4.8   90

CASE 4.9   92

CASE 4.10   93

C A SE4.il ..................................................................................................... 105

xviii


